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DESERT BLOOMS
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati

PROYECTO SANTO NIÑO * ANAPRA, MEXICO
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Today was one of those "very
good days". Here are some of
the reasons why!

Top
picture:
Angel
Eduardo
showing his
new moves
Picture in
the middle:
Tania (rt.)
teaching
Flor
massage to
help her
son
Bottom
picture:
Meg and
Conchita

Angel Eduardo has been seeing
Dr. Heydemann, the orthopedic
surgeon from El Paso.
He is wearing some new leg
braces and has been going to
therapy in addition to his work
at Santo Niño. Today he
showed us how he is able to stand
without his walker for the first time. He
even showed us some twisting dance
moves that he can manage
now. Angel was very fast
on his knees. But now that
he is upright, look out!!!
Tania and Reyna also have
been going to therapy every
day, working on Reyna's
lower body tone. Tania has
learned the massage and
exercises to use between
clinic sessions and we've
seen great improvement.
Today Sister Carol
suggested that Tania show
Flor, one of our new
mothers, the same techniques to use with
her two year old son. This was a big deal
for Tania who at age 17 has not felt very
confident in her role as the mother of a
child with Down's Syndrome. As they
worked together Tania noticed that the
new child had poor head control. "Don't
worry," she said, "Reyna was like that
and look at her now!"

some unique signals in his body that
indicate a need to use the bathroom. And
he came to this awareness all on his own.
To him (and to us) this is nothing short of
miraculous!
Part of today's goodness was celebrating
the service Meg McCormick has given on
Tuesdays since mid-winter. A native of
Rhode Island, Meg has been serving in El
Paso as a Jesuit Volunteer. At Santo Niño
she has worked and played with the
children and has come to know their
mothers, brothers and sisters. Meg made
chocolate cupcakes
with chocolate
chips for a special
dessert on her last
day at Santo Niño.
What a treat! Even
Reyna knew that
this was something
special! We are so
grateful for Meg's
willingness to do
whatever presented
itself and for her
faithful, fun-loving
presence. Now she
heads to Baltimore
for a post-baccalaureate nursing program.
She will be missed but we hope she'll
return to the border as often as her
schedule permits. God bless you, Meg!

The biggest news of the day came from
Brian de Jesus. Previously we have told
you about his need for diapers because of
incontinence from a spinal cord defect.
Today he came running to tell us that he
hasn't worn the "pull-ups" during the day
for the past week. He has discovered

260 Sombra Verde, Anthony, NM 88021

