
Sacred Space
 We have many little 
shrines around the 
clinic.  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe and the 
Santo Niño of  Atocha 
intercede for the needs 
of  our children, 
families and staff.

 We gave ourselves a little vacation at the 

end of  last month but before the last 
session we had a retreat day for the “grupo 

de apoyo”.   Sister Margarita Armendariz 

led them through a reflection on the 
experience of  serving the children and 

their families who come to the Santo Nino 
Project.  “How do you see the parents 

when they arrive?” she asked.  They 

responded, “Sad, distraught, curious, tired, 
depressed, even 

desperate.” It brought to 
mind the description of  

the crowds who followed 

Jesus: 

      “His heart was 
moved because they 
were abandoned and 
dejected, like sheep 
without a shepherd.” Mt.9:36 

 The women shared how happy 

they are to be able to lighten the burdens 

of  the families, even just for the day.  But 
they also learned a strategy to help them 

not become overwhelmed by carrying the 
distress home.  “When you have listened 

with compassion to a particularly difficult 

story or have offered support to many 
people throughout the course of  the day, 

be sure to take a few moments at one of  
the sacred places in the clinic to ask the 

Santo Nino de Atocha or Our Lady of  

Guadalupe to take those burdens and lift 
them to God the Father so that they can be 

transformed into a blessing for the family.”  

Having offered that beautiful suggestion 

Margarita added that when they observe 
each other standing quietly at one of  the 

little altars they should silently unite their 

prayers for the intention of  the co-worker.  
In that way they can “bear each others’ 

burdens” which will strengthen the bonds 
of  our clinic team. 

      Since we’ve come back from 

“vacation” we have 
welcomed four new children 

thanks to Fr. Peter Hinde, a 
Carmelite missionary who 

lives in a nearby colonia. 

One of  the families has two 
children with special needs.  

We were also blessed with 
two visitors this month.  

Sister Marianne from the St. 

Joseph Home in Cincinnati noticed how 
the project has grown in the five years since 

her last visit.  She especially noted the 
involvement of  the mothers as primary 

therapists for the children.  Volunteer 

Chen Lim will be starting medical school 
in New York next month.  Her encounters 

with the children at Santo Nino deepened 
her motivation to serve those most in need.  

We also were visited by Chris Trani and his  

videographer friends on July 9.  They are 
producing (gratis) a video to help us spread 

the word about the Santo Nino Project.  
Look for it soon on our website: 

www.proyectosantonino.org! 
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